I2Q                  LUDWIG   I   OF   BAVARIA

my reward? I am forsaken. , . . God gave me an angel as a
husband, that is my only happiness, and for this I am indebted to
no one. What will become of us? In what corner of the world I
shall end my life God only knows. I am prepared for everything/
In the meantime the storm had gathered over Napoleon's head.
In the Battle of the Nations at Leipzig, which lasted from the
i6th to iQth of October, the Corsiran was completely over-
whelmed by the superior numbers of the Allies. His losses were
terrific. The pursuit was not well followed up, but it was obvious
that Napoleon had lost Germany. The glad tidings roused
Ludwig and the whole of Germany to the highest pitch of
enthusiasm. Ludwig was in despair that he was not able to take
part in the fighting, but he hoped that these events would influence
his father's attitude. To his father in Munich he wrote1 : 'Soon
I shall have the pleasure of seeing you, my dear Father, and of
expressing my admiration for your well-timed action, which has
saved Bavaria/

In writing this the Crown Prince was really praising himself,
for it was common knowledge that he had had the greatest
difficulty in persuading his father, and that both the King and his
Minister had been extremely depressed about the situation. Even
the defeat at Leipzig was not sufficient for them; the victory was
scarcely celebrated at all in Munich and hostile speeches and
outbursts against Napoleon were suppressed. Ludwig alone acted
differently. As soon as he arrived at Salzburg he ordered public
festivities, gave a feast for the poor and, whenever possible,
expressed the greatest joy and enthusiasm at the turn events had
taken.

Meanwhile Napoleon's army had retreated through Frankfurt
to the Rhine. Efforts by the Allies to cut off his retreat were badly
planned and failed in their object.

At length the King realized that he would have to accede to
the continual urgent requests of his son, and Ludwig was formally
appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Landesbeuraffnung. For
the time being, however, he was to remain in the country with the
reserve army which was about to be formed.

Whilst the Crown Prince planned how he could encounter
Napoleon in the field, man to man, the latter was filled with fury
at Bavaria's defection. 'The ruler of this country is guilty of

1 Crown Prince Ludwig to his father, Augsburg, 25th October, 1813.  Munich
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